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US Environmental Protection Agency ' 
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Mail Code 5305T - / ' 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20460 

J 

RE: Raritan Bay Slag - EPA-HQ-SFUND-2009-0062 

Dear Docket Coordinator, 

I write on behalf Clean Ocean Action (COA) and the Bayshore Regional Watershed Council. COA 
is a broad-based coalition of 125 conservation, environmental, fishing, boating, diving, student, 
smiing, women's, business, service, and coinmimity groups and also represents concemed citizens 
and businesses. Our goal is to improve the degraded water quality of the marine waters off the New 
Jersey/New York coast. The Bayshore Regional Watershed Council is dedicated to the restoration, 
protection, sustainable use;̂  and enjoyment of Raritan Bay - Sandy Hook Bay and the watershed 
region. 

We urge the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) to designate the Raritan Bay 
Slag site for inclusion on the National Priority List, also known as Superfimd. COA also supports 
USEPA's conducting this action by using the Emergency Removal Branch. 

USEPA must continue to expedite this investigation and cleanup through the Emergency Removal 
Branch and must assign the remedial portion of this site to their most qualified person possible. The 
agency must be aggressive in its approach to getting the investigation complete, and stay motivated 
to seek public input and fast-track the cleanup. This is not a site USEPA should assign to someone 
with limited experience, or to someone who will not devote 100 percent both personally and 
professionally. 

There are some environmental justice concems for the affected region. The USEPA must ensure 
that Environmental Justice as defmed by the agency as "//le fair treatment and meaningful 
involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income 
with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, arid policies" is carried out during this Superfimd remediation process. 

We also request that the USEPA: 

. • Complete the investigation' and remediation of the beach, jetty, sea wall and contaminated 
sediments through the emergency removal branch. 

• Document the full extent of contamination in the region, as lead particles may have been 
transported by rain and runoff as well as the movement of water and sediments due to 
currents and tides. Remediate any additional contaminated areas that are identified in a 
timely manner.̂  ~ -

• Maintain an USEPA office on-site and conduct an expedited and consistent outreach 
campaign to the Raritan Bayfront communities and Raritan Bay users across the region. 



• ^ Immediately establish a Community Advisory Group (CAG) that includes representation from all 
affected groups and individuals, including fishermen, boaters, communities, advocacy groups, 
and residents along the entire Raritan Bayfront. 

• Produce a detailed fact sheet and set up an 'ftp' file-sharing site to publicly upload documents and 
information as soon as they are available. 

• Produce fact sheets in several languages and actively and aggressively inform the public, 
fishermen and boaters of all of USEPA's facts, data, restrictions, and plans. Distribute to all 
regional marinas, bait shops, and stores in the Raritan Bayshore area. r . 

• Conduct extensive bioaccumulation testing on worms, clams, crabs, and fish, especially the fish 
being consumed by subsistence fisherman, from the aflfected regions and determine health risks -
and ecological criteria. , 

. \ -. ' . ^ -
• Include a portion of the El Paso Energy site on River Drive/Industrial Avenue in the Keasbey 

section in Woodbridge, NJ as a portion ofthe Hartman's pond on site is constmcted ofthe same 
slag material ' • / - . ' 

• Include any additional slag sites located in the Raritan Bay complex found in the course of the 
investigation - ' 

The fact that this contamination has been well known and ignored for years is scandalous. It has resulted 
in years of public and aquatic life exposure with untold adverse impacts. Furthermore, this site is an 
environmental and public health tragedy. The contamination has further restricted beach and waterfront 
access and has likely decreased real estate values, fishing activities, tourism, and recreational usage ofthe 
shore. Until it is fully cleaned up, the contamination has a severe negative impact on the economy ofthe 
Raritan Bayshore community and businesses. As such, the USEPA must do everything it possibly can to 
assign the right team to this site and expedite the investigation and cleanup of all slag ahd slag-related 
contamination and ensure environmental justice for the affected region. \ 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Zipf 

Executive Director , 

Joseph Reynolds 
Co-Chair, Bayshore Regional Watershed Council 

cc: President Barack Obama 
Senator Frank Lautenberg < 

V Senator Robert Menedez 
Congressman Frank Pallone 
Govemor Jon Corzine 
US EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson 
US EPA Commimity Coordinator Pat Seppi 


